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conditions demand world unification, and accordingly the nation
as a political unit is obsolete and nationalism is reactionary.
Nationalism becomes the emotional core round which gathers,
the ideology of the past, which a progressive movement must
aim to change more or less considerably. There is a distinction,
between the content of a national culture and its national form.
So far as that content is valuable, it is likely to be universal*
rather than national. When a man is thinking, or investigating,
or criticising, or delineating, or expounding, he is unlikely to
produce the best work unless he feels that he is pursuing the
truth, and in fact most of the best culture is imbued with this-
universal spirit.
It does not follow that one who believes this need cut.
himself off psychologically from his nation or refuse to defend
it or to participate in its culture, any more than he need cut
himself off from his family. His efforts ought to be directed
towards harmonising national interests and culture and world
interest and culture.
The politics of ttre matter does not however solve the psy-
chological problem, which for many people remains a serious-
one. Roy discusses it in one aspect in the speech "Two
Psychoses" in this volume. That deals with a special case, but
it seems to be generally true that the adoption of what are
believed to be rational political opinions which run counter to
the general opinion is apt to lead to prickings of conscience
and apathy. The only practical remedy is reason. One must
explore the rational foundations of one's beliefs and be sure
that they are worthy of one's acceptance. It is particularly
necessary to beware of irresponsible theoretical criticisms and.
extravagant hostility to common opinion. Such attitudes are
often a cover for other motives, and once this attitude is punc-
tured, one is left deflated and apathetic. But with the best,
possible case it takes strength to stand alone.
It is necessary on the other hand not to be defeatist about,
nationalism: We hear a great deal of its power as an emotion
and a political force, but this may be exaggerated. It is*
primarily a defensive attitude. Those who make use of it in.
the absence of genuine dangers have to work it up with much
labour, and fabricate grievances for the purpose. Even wheni